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Abstract. Post-accession Polish migration was one of the most important events in recent Polish history. After 2004, with
labour markets opening to them, the Poles moved en masse to the West. In addition to foreign destinations traditionally
chosen by Poles, new ones emerged - Ireland and the United Kingdom. The aim of this paper is to show the scale of
emigration from Poland, the directions of migrations and the regions of migrants' origin after the Polish accession to the
European Union, and patrticularly in times of economic crisis. The study used data from the Central Statistical Office and
referred to trips involving permanent residence and temporal residence in the years 2004-2012.
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International migrations of Poles in the light of previous studies

International migration has been inscribed in the history of Poland for centuries. At various times, Poles
were leaving their country for economic, political, tourist or family reasons. The last event, which abruptly
increased the international mobility of Poles was the Polish accession to the European Union on 1 May
2004, and the introduction of visa-free travel to the other countries of the "old EU". Also, there was a
liberalization of rules concerning employment of Poles, initially in three countries: Ireland, Sweden and the
UK. In subsequent years, transitional periods have ceased to apply in other countries.

A lot of literature has been dedicated to the recent emigration from Poland i.e. after the Polish accession
to the European Union. One of the first papers on this topic is the study by Iglicka, Weinar [6], which provides
an initial assessment of the situation regarding migration flows to and from Poland after 1 May 2004. Other
works on this subject often illustrated the scale of emigration, regional differences in migration with a broad
description of demographic and social characteristics of migrants. These studies have shown that the largest
recorded migratory outflow was reported within two years from the year of accession, the age structure of
migrants was dominated by people of working age, and the main directions of migration were: United
Kingdom, Ireland, Germany and the Scandinavian countries [2, 3, 8, 11]. Current research, both in Poland
and in other European countries, provide evidence that the opening of borders led to increased emigration of
highly qualified specialists from the new member states [7, 9].

The previous research has shown that economic crisis only partly influenced on scale of emigration from
Poland. It is also known that emigration direction and return migration of Poles depends to a large extent on
their previously adopted "migration strategy" [1]. So it is natural that the most hesitant people will be more
likely to change their migration decisions such as moving to another country. Therefore, it is important to
monitor and analyse both the migration decisions and the directions of migration of contemporary Poles, in
the context of the rapidly changing economic conditions.

In the literature on the subject, studies on the development of the Polish migration in times of economic
crisis are lacking. Few studies show [4, 5] that the rates of emigration from Poland have clearly slowed down
during the crisis. However, we do not know what is the current diversity of migration and migration directions
of Poles in the regional scale.

The objective, time framework and spatial range of the paper. The source data

The aim of this paper is to show the scale of emigration from Poland, the directions of migrations and the
regions of migrants' origin after the Polish accession to the European Union, and particularly in times of
economic crisis. The study used data from the Central Statistical Office, referring to trips involving permanent
residence and temporal residence (migration resources) in the years 2004-2012 on a regional scale.

The scale of Polish migrations including temporary and permanent residence in the years 2004-2012

It is very difficult to give the actual number of Poles who emigrated after the enlargement of the European
Union. Unfortunately, there is no fully reliable source from which to obtain this type of information. By the
definition of the Polish Central Statistical Office, a migrant is a person who had been registered and who
reported their trip in the municipal registration office. In fact, there are relatively few people who did that, and
especially the number of temporary migration is very underrated. However, the CSO data belong to the few
data on international migration of Poles.
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One of the measures defining the number of Poles who left Poland for the EU are estimated data of CSO
on immigration resources, determining the number of Polish citizens temporarily residing outside the country
for a period longer than three months. These figures by definition do not include the seasonal emigration of
Poles. Over the past eight years, the number of Poles living temporarily abroad has varied and ranged from
1 million in 2004 to over 2 million in 2011. According to estimates by the Central Statistical Office, the highest
number of Poles staying temporarily abroad was in 2007, as many as 2.3 million people (Figure 1). Since
then, this number began to decline, due to the emerging economic crisis that began in the United States in
late 2008, and which reached Europe at the beginning of 2009. During the economic crisis, the number of
temporary emigrants stood at about 2.1 million, and since 2011 this number began to grow again. This may
be attributed to the improvement of the economic situation in the world and the increase in demand for
temporary workers, particularly in construction industry.
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Fig. 1 Emigration for temporary stay from Poland in years 2004-2011 (Source: own study based on CSO data)
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Fig. 2. Emigration for permanent stay from Poland in years 2004-2012 (Source: own study based on CSO data)

The dynamics of the analysed phenomenon can also be traced in CSO data on the official registration of
departures for permanent residence abroad. These materials undoubtedly cover only a small portion of the
actual situation. However, they have some advantages over other methods of statistical investigations.
These data concern the group of people who decided to stabilize their lives outside the country, which has
not only legal implications, but is also characterised by considerable durability, as opposed to other forms of
migration. It is also important that based on the data on migration for permanent residence we can capture
the trends and regional systems of changes in migration in Poland (Sleszynski 2006; Zborowski, Gatka 2008).

Comparing the data on permanent migration in the years 2004-2012, we can see a similar trend as in the
case of temporary migrants (Figure 2). According to CSO data, the number of people leaving Polnd
permanently began growing only two years after Polish accession to the European Union, which resulted
from migration strategies undertaken by immigrants and the process called chain migration (Gatka 2012).
The mechanism of this process is that the first to emigrate are young people, mostly men who are the most
likely to take risks. Then, after getting familiar with the new country and living and working conditions, they
encourage other family members or friends to join them. Apogee of migrations for permanent residence took
place in 2006. Another reason for the rapid growth of permanent residence check-outs, particularly in 2007,
was unfavourable tax law forcing double taxation. l.e. immigrants who took a job abroad and were still
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registered as permanent residents in Poland, were forced to pay income tax in both countries. Only since
2007, after the change of tax law, the situation began to change and there was a decrease in permanent
residence check-outs. However, the situation in next years was disadvantageous. Since 2010, in a time of
economic crisis, we can observe an increase in the number of check-outs from permanent residence, which
in 2012 amounted to 21, 2 thousand. and has a tendency to increase. We can therefore assume that Poles
began to leave their country again.

Destinations of Poles and the regions of origin of migrants

As destination countries for emigration with the highest number of Poles staying for temporary residence
in all analysed years, the United Kingdom and Germany definitely stand out. (Figure 3). Other important
countries of residence of Poles in 2011 were also Ireland, with 120 thousand immigrants, the Netherlands
(95 thous.) and lItaly (94 thous.). Other countries have attracted little interest of Poles and this mainly
because of legal restrictions on access to the labour market (e.g. Italy), relatively smaller earnings, or lack of
migration networks in the country. It should be added that Ireland and the United Kingdom first opened their
labour markets to the new Member States on 1 May 2004, which was the main cause of such a large
immigration to these countries. In contrast, the large migration to Germany can be explained by, next to the
higher income than in Poland, the long tradition of migration and highly developed migration networks.

Destinations of Poles are confirmed by the data on permanent emigration. According to them, in 2011,
the main countries to which Poles were migrating were: Germany and the United Kingdom. Further, but still
in the forefront of the emigration destinations of Poles, were the United States of America, followed by
Ireland (Figure 4). The allocation of the target countries of emigration of Poles stemmed from ancient
traditions such as seasonal work migrations to Germany, which have taken place since the nineteenth century,
followed by the USA, which was associated with economic migrations since the mid-nineteenth century.
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Fig. 3. Main emigration directions from Poland for temporary stay between 2004-2011 (Source: own study based on
CSO data)

The spatial distribution of the level of permanent residence check-outs showed strong regional
differences. A decline in check-outs was recorded in the three provinces: Slgskie, Opolskie and Warminsko-
Mazurskie, which since the EU accession sent the highest numbers of Poles abroad. These were the less
economically developed regions with well-developed networks of migration, especially in Germany. The
negative dynamics should be associated with the generally declining number of persons of mobile age, and
thus depletion of migration resources in these areas. A slight increase in migration was recorded in the
provinces Matopolskie, Podkarpackie, Zachodniopomorskie and Podlaskie. The highest, over 200% increase
in departures was recorded in the provinces of central and eastern Poland (Figure 5). This may be due to the
fact that previously migration from these areas was not characterized by such a large scale due to lack of
migration networks in the countries of the "old EU" and the unfavourable age structure of these areas,
especially in the eastern provinces. These regions have never belonged to the leading regions of emigration,
so even a small increase in the number of emigrants contributed to such large increase in dynamics.

The analysis of mobility in regional systems showed that the major regions sending migrants for
permanent residence were invariably the provinces: Slaskie, Opolskie and Dolno$lgskie, with the highest
numbers of emigrants in the years 2004-2012 (Table 1). The percentage of departures from the Slgskie
province was the highest in all analysed years. In contrast, the smallest share in permanent emigrations was
recorded in the regions characterized by the lack of migration tradition, areas of usually agricultural character
and with advanced ageing processes of the population (e.g. provinces Lubelskie and Swietokrzyskie) and in
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the border regions, where people often take jobs abroad but do not have to change their place of residence
such as Zachodniopomorskie and Lubuskie.
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Fig.4 Main emigration directions from Poland for permanent stay between 2004-2012 (Source: own study based on
CSO data)
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Fig. 5 Dynamic of emigration change according voivodeships between 2004-2012 (Source: own study based on CSO data)

Summary

Research shows that after the Polish accession to the European Union there has been a rapid increase in
the number of Poles travelling abroad, but in the period of economic crisis, the scale of migrations with both
temporary and permanent residence has decreased. Till 2010, the scale of departures was decreasing, but
already in 2011 we see an increase in departures abroad for permanent residence and an increase in Polish
immigration resources in other countries. This may on the one hand indicate the end of the crisis in
European economies, by the increasing demand for new labour force. On the other hand, the growth of
permanent residence check-outs may indicate deteriorating living conditions in Poland.

Undoubtedly this subject requires further study. Poles went mainly to European countries, and the
economic crisis has not affected these directions. It is worth noting that in the years 2004-2012, the
dynamics of emigration on a regional scale has changed. The biggest increase in migrations was recorded in
the regions of central and eastern Poland, while a decline in mobility was observed in these regions, which
had the highest emigration numbers in the first period (Opolskie, Slgskie).
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Number of emigrants for permanent stay according voivodeships in years 2004-2012

Table 1.

Voievodeships 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012
numbers percentages
Lodzkie 301 [513 [1462 [ 984 [836 [468 [556 [551 [658 [16 [23 [31 [28 [28 [25 [32 [28 [31
Mazowieckie 309 | 408 [2185 | 1446 | 1068 [ 636 [592 [787 |88 |16 [18 [47 |41 [35 [34 [34 |40 [42
Matopolskie 1272 | 1264 | 3178 | 2254 [ 2314 | 1311 [ 1231 [ 1494 [ 1608 | 6,7 [57 |68 [64 |77 [70 |71 |75 [76
Slaskie 6213 | 6861 | 9865 | 8358 | 6591 | 4349 | 3958 | 4185 | 4672 [ 32,9 [30,8 [ 21,0 [ 236 [ 21,9 | 234 [228 [21,1 | 220
Lubelskie 182 [ 327 [ 1703 | 1145 [ 839 [492 [459 [583 [505 [1,0 [15 [36 [32 [28 [26 [26 [29 [24
Podkarpackie 791 [ 1122 [ 2800 | 1893 | 1801 | 1040 [ 863 [ 951 [ 940 [42 [50 [60 [53 |60 |56 |50 |48 |44
Podlaskie 493 [ 565 [1238 [ 761 [668 [469 [421 [587 [530 [26 [25 [26 [21 [22 [25 [24 [30 |25
Swietokrzyskie 144 128 | 904 |633 |652 |326 [307 [2838 [302 [08 |06 |19 |18 |22 [18 [18 [15 [14
Lubuskie 426 [ 602 [ 1497 [ 1226 [ 983 [584 [557 [693 [728 [23 [27 [32 [35 [33 [31 [32 [35 |34
Wielkopolskie 392 | 578 [2292 | 1853 | 1519 | 1183 | 1094 [ 1207 | 1438 |21 [26 [49 |52 [50 |64 [63 |61 [68
Zachodniopomorskie [ 637 [ 1018 [ 1082 [ 978 [ 986 [739 [565 |633 |641 [34 [46 [23 [28 [33 [40 |33 [32 |30
Dolnoslaskie 1419 | 1691 [ 5201 | 3702 | 3457 [ 2164 [ 2007 [ 2148 [ 2384 [75 [76 [111 [104 [115 [116 [116 [108 [ 11,2
Opolskie 3829 | 3414 | 4792 | 4385 | 3785 | 2117 | 1848 | 2318 | 2297 [ 20,3 | 153 [ 10,2 | 124 [126 | 114 [ 106 [ 11,7 [ 108
Kujawsko-Pomorskie [ 479 | 754 | 2360 | 1560 | 1210 [ 745 [766 [910 [956 |25 |34 |50 |44 |40 |40 |44 [46 |45
Pomorskie 1075 | 1867 [ 4027 [ 2630 | 2115 [ 1253 [ 1396 | 1715 [ 1774 [57 [84 [86 [74 [70 [67 [80 [86 |84
Warminsko-Mazurskie | 915 [ 1130 | 2350 [ 1672 | 1316 [ 744 [740 |808 [881 [48 |51 [50 [47 [44 [40 |43 [41 |42

Source: own study based on CSO data
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AHomauin. 5. Manka, B. Bapyonuk Macwma6b i HanpsiMku MixXHapoOHux miepauyitl 3 lMonbwi nicns akuyeccii
Monbwi do €eponelicbko2o Coro3y , a MaKoXx nid 4ac ekoHOMiyHOI kpu3u. Memoro uiei pobomu byna ekasieka
macwmaby emiepauii 3 lNonbwi, HanpsiMKie Mo eui3dy, a Makox peeioHie NMoxXodxeHHs nicrs akuyeccii MNMonbwi 0o
€sponeticbkozo Coro3y , 0cobnueo nid 4ac eKoHOMI4YHOI Kpu3u. 3 uieto memoro 6yro 3pobneHo aHani3 daHux wWooo
qucna nodel mumM4yacoeo rnpoxugaroms 3a KOPOOHOM, a MaKkoX emigpauii Ha nocmiliHe npoxueaHHsi 8 2004-2012 pp.
3 daHux suninusae, wo nicns akyeccii MNonbwii do €eponelicbko2o Cor3y, YUCIO eMiepaHmig novana 36inbwysamucs
i 6yno Hausuwum y 2006 (nocmidHi emiepaHmu ) i 2007 pokax (mum4yacosi emiepaHmu ), 3ame eKOHOMIYHa Kpu3a 8
Heeenukili Mipi 3ampumas macwmab emiepauii Ha nocmiltiHe , @ Makox mum4yacoee repebyeaHHs MosisiKie.
lonosHuMmu KpaiHamu euizdie rosnsikie Ha mumdyacose npoxusaHHs 6ynu Benukobpumaris, HimeyyuHa ma IpnaHois,
3ame Ha rocmiliHe npoxueaHHs: HimeuyuHa, Benukobpumadisi, a makox CLIA. Bunnueano ue sik 3 8iOMiHU
obmexeHb y docmyni 00 puHKie npaui Yux KpaiH, mak 3 MiepauiliHux mpaduuyili, @ makox mMiepauiliHuUx Mepex.
lMpocmopose posmaluysaHHs pieHS BUMNUCOK 3 OCMIUHO20 [POXUBAHHS [POSIB/IANO CUMbHY pe2ioHarnbHy
OugbepeHuiayito. MadiHHA duHamiku surnucok 6yno 8id3Ha4yeHo y mpbox goegodcmeax: Cunesckom, OnonbCbKOMY i
BapwmiHcbko-Ma3sypcbke. Heeenuke 36inbweHHs euisdie 6yno e8id3HayeHo y 8oesodcmeax: ManononbcbKomy,
lNidkapnamcbkomy, 3axiOHO-momMopceKkomy, a makox llidnscekomy. Same Halisuuwje 36inbweHHs guisdis, suwe 200%,
6yrno gid3Ha4yeHO y 8oegaodcmeax ueHmparbHOI, @ makox cxiOHoi Mok .

Knroyoei cnosa: mizpayis 3 MNonbwi, MixxHapodHa migpayisi, MNMonbuwa.

AHHomauus. 5. [anka, B. Bapyonuk, Macuuma6b u HanpaesieHusi Mexx0yHapoOHbIx Muepayul u3 lMonbwu nocne
akuyeccuu lMonbwu e Eeponetickuli Coro3, a makxke 80 epeMsi 3IKOHOMUYECKO20 Kpu3uca. Llenbio Hacmosuwel
pabombi 6bino ykazaHue macwmaba amuepayuu u3 [lonbwu, HanpaeneHul Mo ebie30y, a Mmakxe pesuoHo8
npoucxoxdeHusi nocsne akueccuu lNMonbwu 8 Esponelickuli Coto3, 0cObEHHO 80 8peMs 3KOHOMuUYecKoz20 Kpusuca. C
amol uenbto bbin cdenaH aHanu3 O0aHHbIX Kacaroujuxcsi Jucrna nodeli 8peMeHHO npoxusaruwux 3a epaHuuyed, a
makKe amMuzspayuu Ha rocmosiHHoe rnpoxusaHue e 2004-2012 22. M3 OaHHbIX 8bimekaem, 4mo rocne akuyeccuu
lMonbwu e Esponetickuli Cors, YUC/IO 3MuepaHmMoe8 Hayvaso yeesnuqueambcs U 6biio cambiM 8bicokum 8 2006
(nocmosiHHbie amuzpaHmbl) u 2007 200y (8peMeHHbIe aMugpaHmMbl), 3amo 3KOHOMUYECKUU Kpu3uc 8 Hebornbuwol
cmeneHu 3adepxarn Macwmab amuzspayuu Ha MoCMOsIHHOE, a MmakXe epeMeHHoe rnpebbigaHue roIsIKos.

lasHbIMU cmpaHamu 8ble3008 [OoMsIKo8 Ha 6peMeHHoe rnpoxusaHue O6binu BenukobpumaHus, [epmaHusi u
UpnaHOusi, 3amo Ha nocmosiHHoe rnpoxusaHue: 'epmaHusi, Benukobpumarus, a makxe CLUA. Beimekano amo Kak
U3 OmMeHbl oepaHu4YeHul 8 docmyrne K pbiHKaM mpyda amux cmpaH, mak U3 MuepayuoHHbIX mpaduyul, a makxe
MuzpayuoHHbIx cemed.

lMpocmpaHcmeeHHOe pacrofioXXeHUe YPOBHSI BbIMNUCOK C [OCMOSIHHO20 [POXUBaAHUST MPOSIBNSIO  CUIbHYH
peauoHanbHyto OughgpeperHyuayuro. [NadeHue OuHaMUKU 8bIMUCOK ObiT0 OmMe4YeHO 8 mpex 8oesodcmeax:
Cunesckom, OnonbckoM u BapmuHcko-ma3sypckom. Hebonbwoe ysenudeHue 6bie3008 Obil0 OMMEYEHO 8
yeernu4eHue 8bie3008, abiwe 200%, 6bi1o ommMmedYeHO 8 8oegodcmeax UeHmpasibHoOU, @ makxe eocmoyHou [Nonbuwiu.
Knrodesbie cnoea: muepayus u3 lNonbwu, mexdyHapodHas muepauyus, [Nonbuwa.

lMocmynuna e pedakyuto 28.02.2014 .
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